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SUBJ: REPORTED MURDERS IN NORTH SUMATRA 

1 . MR. LE. E. SIMPSON, AMERICAN FINANCIAL OFFICER OF THE WORLD BANK 
RUBBER SMALLHOLDERS PROJECT AT AEK NABARA, LABUHAN BATU REGENCY, HERE 
IN NORTH SUMATRA, CAME BY CONSULATE TODAY TO SHARE WITH US INFOR- 
MATION HE HAS RECEIVED REGARDING THE MURDER OF FOUR PEOPLE LAST 
WEEKEND. SIMPSON PROVIDED FOLLOWING DETAILS: 

A. THREE MEN AND ONE WOMAN, ALL CHRISTIANS, ARE SAID TO HAVE BEEN 
MURDERED (THEIR THROATS WERE CUT) AT THE VILLAGE OF AEK GOTI ON 
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY, MARCH 1 1 & 12, 1977. ALSO, THE HOME OF ANOTHER 
CHRISTIAN IN THE VILLAGE WAS BURNED. 

B. POLICE HAVE ARRESTED 15 PERSONS AS SUSPECTS IN THE CRIMES. 

TEN OF THE FIFTEEN ARE SMALLHOLDERS PARTICIPATING IN THE WORLD BANK 
PROJECT (ONE OF THE PROJECT SITES IS AT AEK GOTI). ALL FIFTEEN 
ARE SAID TO HAVE CONFESSED TO BEING MEMBERS OF AN ORGANIZATION 
CALLED "KOMANDO ISLAM." SIMPSON KNOWS NOTHING ABOUT THIS ORGANIZA- 
TION BUT SAYS LOCAL POLICE SUSPECT "PKI REMNANTS" TO BE BEHIND THE 
MURDERS. 

C. ALSO ON NIGHT OF MARCH 12, A GUARD WAS ATTACKED AT BANDAR 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 MEDAN 00094 170756Z 

GULA, ANOTHER SITE FOR THE WORLD BANK PROJECT, AND SEVERELY BEATEN 
BUT NOT KILLED. IT IS NOT KNOWN WHETHER THIS ATTACK IS RELATED TO 
MURDERS, BUT POLICE SUSPECT THAT THE "KOMANDO ISLAM" IS ALSO ACTIVE 
IN THE BANDAR GULA AREA. 

D. LOCAL POLICE AND MILITARY AUTHORITIES HAVE ESTABLISHED A 
COMMAND POST AT AEK GOTI TO PREVENT FURTHER INCIDENTS. THEY HAVE 
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ALSO PROVIDED POLICE AND CIVIL MILITIA (HANSIP) GUARDS TO PROTECT 
THE HOMES OF THE THREE EXPATRIATE EMPLOYEES AND THE INDONESIAN 
MANAGERS OF THE WORLD BANK PROJECT. IN THE MEANTIME, THE THREE 
REMAINING CHRISTIAN FAMILIES AT AEK GOTI HAVE MOVED OUT. AN UNKNOWN 
NUMBER OF CHRISTIANS HAVE ALSO LEFT THE BANDAR GULA SITE. 

2. MR. SIMPSON SAID HE CANNOT BE CERTAIN OF ACCURACY OF ABOVE 
INFORMATION BUT STRESSED THAT HE HAD BEEN GIVEN THESE DETAILS BY 
FOUR DIFFERENT PEOPLE, I.E., THE INDONESIAN MANAGER OF THE WORLD 
BANK PROJECT, TWO OF THE PROJECT'S UNIT MANAGERS (ALL THREE ARE 
MOSLEMS), AND A CHRISTIAN MINISTER WHO IS A CLOSE FRIEND OF THE 
SIMPSONS. SIMPSON SAID THAT HE AND THE OTHER TWO EXPATRIATE 
FAMILIES (BOTH BRITISH) ARE NOT CONCERNED FOR THEIR PERSONAL SAFETY 
SINCE PROTECTIVE MEASURES TAKEN BY THE POLICE APPEAR TO BE ADEQUATE. 

HE HAS PROMISED TO KEEP US INFORMED OF ANY FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS. 

3. COMMENT: SO FAR, WE HAVE THIS REPORT ONLY FROM SIMPSON BUT WILL 
TRY TO CORROBORATE FROM OTHER SOURCES. THIS IS FIRST REPORT OF 
SIGNIFICANT VIOLENCE IN NORTH SUMATRA SINCE START OF ELECTION 
CAMPAIGN, AND ON BASIS OF INFORMATION AVAILABLE IT IS NOT EVEN 
POSSIBLE TO DETERMINE IF THERE IS ANY TIE BETWEEN MURDERS AND ELECTIO 
N. 

HOWEVER, CAMPAIGN HAS ALREADY BUILT UP EMOTIONAL ATMOSPHERE IN 
WHICH EVEN RUMORS OF MURDERS HAVING OVERTONES OF REGLIGIOUS CONFLICT 
COULD BE EXPLOITED, POSSIBLY LEADING TO OTHER ACTS OF VIOLENCE. 
AUTHORITIES CAN BE EXPECTED TO KEEP A TIGHT LID ON THIS SITUATION IN 
ORDER TO FORESTALL THAT EVENTUALITY. 

KILPATRICK 
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